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2001 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION PN

=

To amen%s in effect #o repeal section 4 (3) (c) of article VI; to renumber and

y Representatives Krawczyx, Fori, Keeo§iCK,
- AINSWORTH, DUFF, GUNDERSON, Ham
GRDTHMAN, JOHNSRUD,~JESKEWITZ, KEDZIE KESTELL, F. LasfE, Labwic, M.

8" PETTIS, SKINDRUD,

AK) p#WALKER and WILLIAMS,
cosponsored by/Senators RISSER. HAREDORF, S Frps&rrarp BRESKE, DARLING,

SMAN, A. LASEE, ROESSLER, ScH®fTZ and WELCH. Referred to
Committeg?on Judiciary. .

amend section 4 (1) of article VI and section 12 of article VII; to amend section
4 (4) of article VI; and Zo create section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI and section

12 (2) of article VIT of the constitution; relating to: 4—year Lerms of office for b
certain county officers (first consideration). ' /»v‘“\ N)

sheriffs, and every 2§eays of clerks of circuit court, registers of degds, and district
attorneys, and, unless a county appoints a medical examiner, cproners. Under
current statutes, county clerks and treasurers, and surveyors

appoints a surveyor, are also elected every ZVyears, except thatft
abolishes the offices of coroner and surveyor in counties havin
500,000 or more. :

first consideration, requires counties to elect county clerks and reasurers.every 4
years, and changes the terms of office from 2 years to 4 years for district attorneys,
coroners, elected surveyors, registers of deeds, treasurers, county clerks, znd clerks
of circuit court. For clerks of circuit court and coroners, the first elections to 4—year
terms will be held concurrently with the first gubernatorial election following
ratification, which is when the constitution provides that sheriffs are to be first
elected to 4—year terms. For district attorneys, elected surveyors, registers of deeds,

| Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Currently, the constitution provides for the election every 4 lyears of county

nless a county
he constitution
a population of

This proposed constitutional amendment, proposed to the 1 legislatare on
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treasurers, and county: clerks, the first lections to 4—year terms will be held
concurrently with the first presidential eldction following ratification.
The proposal does not change the tifhes for holding regular elections for any

county offices, and does not affect the te of office of elected county chief executive

officers (they already serve 4—year terms) pr the terms of office of county supervisors
or sheriffs.

3 . /
. A constitutional amendment requires adoption by 2 successive ]
and ratification by the people, before it can become effective.

egislatures,

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That:

SECTION 1. Section 4 (1) of article VI of the constitution is renumbered section

4 (1) (a) of article VI and amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (1)(a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (¢) and sub. (2),

coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all other elected county officers,
except judicial officers, sheriffs, and chief executive officers, shall be chosen by the

electors of the respective counties once in every 2 years.

SECTION 2. Section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI of the constitution are created
to read: ‘

[Article VI] Section 4 (1) (b) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, sheriffs
shall be chosen by the electors of the respecﬁye counties, or by the electors of all of
the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined by the
legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years and coroners in counties in which
there is a coroner shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the
electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties
combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.,

- (¢) Beginning with the first generaﬂ election at which the president is elected
which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, district attorneys, registers of

deeds, clerks, and treasurers shall be chosen by the electors of the respective
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1 counties,

or by the electors of all of the respective counties comprising each

2 combination of counties combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term
3 | of 4 years and surveyors in counties in which the office of surveyor is filled by election
4 shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the electors of all of
5 the respective counties comprising each combination of counties cowbined by the
6 legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.
7 SECTION 3. Section 4 (3) (c) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as in
8 - effect to repeal said paragraph:
[Article VI] Section 4 (3) (¢) Beﬁmﬁg—wm%ge;%@wma{m
the-governor-is-elected-which-cecurs after the ratificationof this-paragraph, sheriffs

QJ:L 1ha n’lﬁnanv\ l\xr +]‘In Q]Oﬂ+n1‘@ A'F tha 'v'nannn*" ALisaW Tatl
o2 = LJ. [T AVER v = < TEITAOopPT TV TGO

onecea 1h o'trcrv'“r /1 yea_lzs_

SECTION 4. Section 4 (4) of article VI of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (4) The governor may remove any elected county officer

mentioned in this section except a clerk. treasurer, or surveyor, giving to the officer

a copy of the charges and an opportunity of being heard.

SECTION 5. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered section
12 (1) of article VII and amended to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There shall be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in
each county organized for judicial purposes by the qualified electors thereof, who,

except as provided in sub. (2), shall hold his office for two years, subject to rerﬁ oval

as shall-be provided by lawsin,

(8)_In case of a vacancy, the judge of the circuit court shall have power-to may
appoint a clerk until the vacancy shall be is filled by an election;the,

(4) The clerk thus-elected or-appointed of circuit court shall give such security

as the legislature may-require requires by law.
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ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 1 ,

TO 2001 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 13

Fcbruary 13, 2001 — Offered by Representatives

1 At the locations indicated! amend the joint resolution as follows:

2 1. Page 4, line 6: delete the material beginning with “by the electors” and

3 ending with “for the t€rm of 4 years” on line 7 and substitute/By the electors of each A
e e S

L'(/ 4 7 county, for the term of 4 yearsy. e /
5
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(8) The supreme court shall appdint its own clerk, and may appoint a clerk of
the ciréuit court may—b&appemted_a toke the clerk of the supreme court.

SECTION 6. Section 12 (2) of article "'s the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (2) Beginning with the first general election at which

the governor is elected which occurs after the tification of this subsection, a clerk

SECTION 7. Numbering of new provisions.

(1) The new paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the

ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any

~ other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4

of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more joint resolutions create
a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the

paragraphs created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence so that the

paragraphs created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution

number have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs
created by the other joint resolutionsv have letters that are in the same ascending
order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(2) The new paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in that article if, before the

ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this Joint resolution, any

e
Vi
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other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4
of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more Joint resolutions create
a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
paragraphs created shall be lettered and placed in a sequence so that the paragraphs
created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution number
have the letters designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs created by
the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending order as are
the numbers of the enrolled Jjoint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(8) The new subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution created
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subscction
number in that section:in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in thls joint resolutlon any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or more joint resolutions create a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this
joint resolution, the subsections created shall be numbered and placed in a sequence
so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the

subsectlons created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that are in the same

ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the

subsections.
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1 Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the
2 legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for 3
3 months previous to the time of holding such election.

4 (END)
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To amend so as in effect #o repeal section 4 (3) (¢) of article VI; to renumber and
amend section 4 (1) of article VI and section 192 of article VIL; o amend section
4 (4) of article VI; and ¢o create section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI and section
12 (2) of article VII of the constitution; relating to: 4—year terms of officc for

certain county officers (first consideration).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau A
Currently, the constitution provides for the election every 4 years of county

- sheriffs, and every 2 years of clerks of circuit court, registers of deeds, and district

attorneys, and, unless a county appoints a medical examiner, coroners. Under
current statutes, county clerks and treasurers, and surveyors unless a county
appoints a surveyor, are also elected every 2 years, except that the constitution
abolishes the offices of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population of
500,000 or more. '

This proposed constitutional amendment, proposed to the 2003 legislature on
first consideration, requires counties to elect county clerks and treasurers every 4
years, and changes the terms of office from 2 years to 4 years for district attorneys,
coroners, elected surveyors, registers of deeds, treasurers, county clerks, and clerks
of circuit court. For clerks of circuit court and coroners, the first elections to 4—year
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treasurers, and county clerks, the first elections to 4-year terms will be held
concurrently with the first presidential election following ratification.

The proposal does not change the times for holding regular elections for any
county offices, and does not affect the terms of office of elected county chief executive
officers (they already serve 4~year terms), or the terms of office of county supervisors
or sheriffs. _ '

A constitutional amendment requires adoption by 2 successiv

e legislatures,
and ratification by the people, before it can become effective, :

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That:

SECTION 1. Section 4 (1) of article VI of the constitution is renumbered section
4 (1) (a) of article VI and amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (1) (a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c) and sub. (2),
coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all other elected county officers,
except judicial officers, sheriffs, and chief executive officers, shall be chosen by the

electors of the respective counties once in every 2 years.

SECTION 2. Section 4 (1) (b) and (c) of article VI of the constitution are created
to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (1) (b) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ratification of this paragraph, sheriffs
shall be chosen by the electors of the respective‘counties, or by the electors of all of
the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined by the
legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years and coroners in counties in which
there is a coroner shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the
electors of all of the respective counties comprising each combination of counties
combined by the legislature for that_purpose, for the term of 4 years.

(c) Beginning with the first general election at which the president is elected
which occﬁrs after the ratification of this paragraph, district attorneys,

registers of

deeds, Jclerks, and treasurers shall be chosen by the electors of the respective

C ou“‘\j
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|
counties, or by the electors of all of the respective counties compmsmg

each
combmatlon of counties combined by the legislature for that purpose, for the term
of 4 years and surveyors in counties in which the office of surveyor is filled by electlon
shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, or by the electors of all of
the respective counties comprising each combination of counties combined by the
legislature for that purpose, for the term of 4 years.

SECTION 3. Section 4 (3) (c) of article VI of the constitution is amended so as in

effect to repeal said paragraph: CC)\J Y\M
[Article VI] Section 4 (8) (c) Beginning Avith the

SECTION 4. Section 4 (4) of article VI of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article VI] Section 4 (4) The gbvernor may remove any elected county éfﬁcer
mentioned in this section except ajclerk treasurer, or surveyor, giving to the oifﬁcer
a copy of the charges'and an opportunity of being heard.

SECTION 5. Section 12 of article VII of the constitution is renumbered section
12 (1)‘ of article VII and amended to read: |

[Article VII] Section 12 (1) There shall be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in

each county organized for judicial purposes by the qualified electors thereof, who,

except as provided in sub. (2), shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal
as shall be provided by laws-in,

(3) In case of a vacancy, the judge of the circuit court Shall—have—peweptg
appoint a clerk until the vacancy shall be is filled by an election;the.

(4) The clerk thus-elected-or-appointed of circuit court shall give such secunty
as the legislature ma¥¥eqm¥e requires by law.

ol EA1 W



10
11
12

13

14
- 15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

il R ) WM

"2003 — 2004 Legislature —4- LRB-0633/1

PJD:kg:rs
SECTION 5

(6) The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and may appoint a clerk of
the circuit court may-be-appeinted-a to be the clerk of the supreme court.

SECTION 6. Section 12 (2) of article VII of the constitution is created to read:

[Article VII] Section 12 (2) Beginning with the first general election at which
the governor is elected which occurs after the ;'atiﬁcation of this subsection, a clerk
of circuit court shall be chosen by the electors of each county, for the term of 4 years,
subject to removal as provided by law.

SECTION 7. Numbering of new provisions. (1) The new paragraph (b) of
subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the constitution created in this joint
resolution shall be designated by the next higher open paragraph letter in that
subsection in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the constitution
of this state. If one or more joint resolutions create a paragraph (b) of subsection (1)
of section 4 of article VI simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the paragraphs created shall be
numbered and placed in a sequence so that the paragraphs created by the joint
resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution number have the letters
designated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs created by the other joint
resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending order as are the numbers of
the enrolled joint resolutions creafing the paragi'aphs.

(2) The new paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 of article VI of the
constitution created in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher
open paragraph letter in that subsection in that section in fhat article if, before the

ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any
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other ratified amendment has created a paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 4
~of article VI of the constitution of this state. If one or more ‘j oint resolutions create
a paragraph (c) of subsection ( 1) of section 4 of article VI simultaheously with the
ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this joint resolution, the
paragraphs created shall be lettered and placed in a sequence so that the paragraphs
created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint resolution number

have the letters des1gnated in that joint resolution and the paragraphs created by

- the other joint resolutions have letters that are in the same ascending order as are

the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the paragraphs.

(3) The new subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution created
in this joint resolution shall be designated by the next higher open whole subsection
number in that section in that article if, before the ratification by the people of the
amendment proposed in this joint resolution, any other ratified amendment has
created a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII of the constitution of this state.
If one or more joint resolﬁtions create a subsection (2) of section 12 of article VII
simultaneously with the ratification by the people of the amendment proposed in this
joint resolution, the subsections created shall be humbered and placed in a sequence
so that the subsections created by the joint resolution having the lowest enrolled joint
resolution number have the numbers designated in that joint resolution and the
subsectiéns created by the other joint resolutions have numbers that are in the same

ascending order as are the numbers of the enrolled joint resolutions creating the

subsections.
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Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the
legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for 3

months previous to the time of holding such electidn.

(END)
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